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had no leisure to glance across the ocean, where England was
seizing everything for herself. The Germans could only
let it go on and shut their eyes, because their neighbours
and their own internal dissensions were keeping them fully
occupied. There can be no doubt that a great colonial
expansion is an advantage to a nation. The opponents of
colonisation in our own country show their short-sightedness
in failing to grasp that this is so. And yet the whole destiny
of Germany hangs upon the answer to the question : How
many millions of German-speaking men will the future
have to show ?

" It is nonsense to assert that the emigration from Ger-
many to America is of any advantage to us. What gain
can it have been for Germany that thousands of the flower
of her manhood, because they could not earn a livelihood
in the Fatherland, have turned their backs upon her ? They
are lost to Germany for ever. Even if the emigrant himself
is bound to the homeland by certain natural ties, as a general
rule his children, and in any case his grandchildren, are
Germans no longer. For the German learns only too easily
to discard his nationality. Besides, German emigrants to
America are not in a position to preserve their nationality
for any length of time. When the Huguenots immigrated
to the March of Brandenburg, though on the whole more
civilised than the Brandenburgers, they inevitably lost
their nationality, on account of the superior numbers of
their hosts. The same is true of the Germans in America.
Almost a third of the North-American population is of
German origin. How much precious strength have we lost
through this emigration, and how much are we losing every
day, without gaining the smallest compensation in return !
Both the working power and the capital of these emigrants
is entirely lost to Germany. Yet, if they went out as colon-
ists, what immeasurable financial gains these men would
procure for this nation." *

1 Politik, i. pp. 123-4.